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organized, but the Mines Industry Act, 1926, was not made to
apply to metalliferous mines.
n. CONCLUSIONS
It may be concluded that Britain was not handicapped in regard
to the availability of iron ores at pig iron making sites, as the course
of pig iron prices and the very large exports up to 1914 indicate
the competitive strength of the British industry*
The price of native ores was not above that of corresponding
foreign ores and Britain was in a favourable position for importing
high-grade ores. The country was at a definite advantage as regards
proximity of iron-making materials, but failed to exploit the position.
Improvements could have been made in the mining and transport
of native ores and in the discharge of imported ores at British ports.
Prohibitive rail rates, based on obsolete tariff schedules, were a
hindrance to the development of our cheap native ores, and drastic
reduction of delivery charges to blast furnaces should have been
made.
The handling of the ore situation lacked foresight and vision;
e.g. delay in mechanization of ore-winning methods, the small-
scale transport of ore, and in the lag in integration of raw material
ownership.
The most important hindrance was the amazing neglect of British
basic ores, which were ss. 6d. per ton closer to coal than Minette
ores. The mixing of ores was neglected, although the advantages
were kmown at the beginning of the period. British ores were
adaptable to the Thomas process, but due to prejudice they were
not exploited, although basic pig iron was imported from the
Continent in addition to vast quantities of basic steel.
(c} METALLURGICAL COKE
i. CRITERION OF FUEL COST IN IRON MAKING
Fuel often represents the largest single constituent in the cost of
iron and steel; cheap pig iron and the economic working of steel
plants depend on cheap coke. Whilst in the present section the
relative position of Britain in regard to the economic supply of coke
to blast furnaces will be examined, this is only a part of the larger
subject of fuel economy in iron and steel works. In converting iron
ore into pig iron, and finally into finished steel, without unnecessary
cooling, it may not be economical to strive for the lowest possible